Divine Redeemer’s Social Studies Curriculum for Grades 6-8, 2008-2009
World History, 6th Grade:


Text: World Studies: Medieval Times to Today, Prentice-Hall, 2008.
Supplies Needed: loose -leaf notebook paper, loose-leaf binder, pocket folder, colored pencils and crayons, blue/black pens, spiral notebook and a red checking pen.

American History, 7th Grade

Text: America-History of Our Nation: Beginnings Through 1877, Prentice-Hall, 2007.
Supplies Needed: loose-leaf notebook paper, loose-leaf binder, pocket folder, colored pencils and crayons, blue/black pens, spiral notebook and a red checking pen.

American History/Civics, 8th Grade:


Texts: America-History of Our Nation: Civil War to the Present, Prentice-Hall, 2007.

           Civics: Government and Citizenship, Prentice Hall

Supplies Needed: loose-leaf notebook paper, loose-leaf binder, pocket folder, colored pencils and crayons, blue/black pens, spiral notebook and a red correcting pen.
Objectives; Social Studies 6th-8th
The objectives listed are not all-inclusive.  The teachers will supplement these objectives with others from the diocesan curriculum guide and from state and national standards.

World History: Medieval to the Present – 6th Grade
The students will:


1. Use maps and globes to increase their understanding of the development of civilization.

2. Use the five themes of geography to analyze historical content.

3. Define and compare major economic systems.

4. Compare and contrast various philosophies of government.

5. Discuss the rise and spread of major world religions.

6. Identify famous people and places.

7. Examine the role of the Catholic Church.

8. Examine social justice issues.

9. Explore the impact of colonization and imperialism.

American History: Beginnings to 1877 – 7th Grade
The students will:
1. Study the history of the North-Western Hemisphere

2. Comprehend the progress of the building of our nation from the time of the early colonists to the pre-Civil War Era

3. Interpret, debate, and evaluate primary source material relating to pre-Revolutionary United States through 1850.

4. Create, relate, and interpret historical graphs, maps, and charts.
5. Research, write, analyze, and evaluate historical resources for use in essay writing.

6. Comprehend the impact made by Europeans as they encountered native peoples.

Civics and American: Civil War to the Present – 8th Grade
The students will:  

1. Understand the experiences of the colonists that led to revolution and the formation and structure of the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and our government.

2. Understand the roles citizens take in our government.

3. Explain how the two-party system works.

4. Discuss social issues.

5. Name current political leaders at all levels.

6. Explain the law-making process.

7. Gather, report and analyze current events.

8. Create, use, and analyze thematic and historical maps and charts.

9. Describe how technology, urbanization, wars, and the Great Depression influenced our economy.

10. Reconstruct the chronology of events from Reconstruction to the present.

11. Examine patterns and impact of immigration.

12. Identify social tensions and changes and examine social justice issues.

13. Use music, art, and literature to interpret historical events.

14. Identify people and places associated with events in this era.

Homework Policy: Homework is designed to reemphasize and enhance learned material.  It is neither busy work, nor a grade enhancement. This includes the outlining of chapter sections.  Therefore, daily homework assignments are due at the next class meeting unless otherwise noted. These will receive full credit, 100%.  Missing homework due to excused absence will be accepted for full credit.  One day’s extension will be given for each day absent.

Late Homework Policy: Late homework will only be accepted until the end of that chapter.  Late homework will be half-credit, 50%. No late homework will be accepted after the chapter test has been taken.   Major Projects and Essays are due on the deadline date unless prior arrangements have been made.  There are no exceptions, this includes illness.

Grade Distribution: Homework, Quizzes, Minor Projects      50%

                                   Tests and Major Projects                         50%

 I give 100% credit for all in-classroom and homework assigned, if completed on time. Minor projects and quizzes may be corrected and turned in for full credit.  Tests and major projects stand as graded, although I may allow corrections on tests for half credit if I feel it is necessary.  Because of the above homework policy, students have the opportunity to have a 100% going into a test for that chapter.  

Classroom Discipline Policy: Discipline issues within the classroom will be handled between the student and myself.  Every attempt will be made to have the student take responsibility for disciplining themselves with help and guidance from myself.  Should the problem not be resolved within a reasonable amount of time, the parent/guardian will be contacted. If you would like immediate notification, please let me know.

Classroom Expectations: I expect students to be respectful to all within the classroom environment. I do not tolerate bullying in any fashion.  Respect also involves listening to others opinions and waiting to respond in a controlled manner.  I expect students to respect themselves by assuming responsibility for learning all they can while in my classroom.  In response, students may expect me to be respectful of their opinions, learning styles, dedication to the learning process, and most importantly, to their individuality.

Teacher Contact Information:

Fran Clay             719-234-0322                fclay@divineredeemer.net
