Frequently Asked Questions About the Divine Redeemer Middle School

This sheet includes some frequently asked questions and answers about the middle school program at Divine Redeemer. If you have additional questions or concerns that are not covered in this packet, please contact the Principal or your homeroom  teacher.

Questions and Answers for Students:

Will the work in the Middle School be difficult?
· One important goal of our Middle School program is to prepare our students for high school. Thus, our students “pass” from teacher to teacher for different subjects, and are assigned homework every day. While our program is challenging, we are here to support you. If you have any questions about your work, take the time to ask your teacher. If you don’t have an opportunity to ask during class, see if you can meet with the teacher before or after school. Our teachers love to teach, and are here to help you.
· In addition, don’t forget to ask your parents for help. They enrolled you at Divine Redeemer because they believe that this is the best place for you. They want to help you succeed.
What is expected of me?

· You may not be a straight-A student. Our goal is to get you to work to your potential. We are asking for good effort and a positive attitude.

· As a Catholic School, we strive to be like Jesus in our lives. We therefore ask that you bear Jesus’ example in mind in the ways in which you act, speak, and treat others. We have developed a “Divine Redeemer School Student Pledge” for you to recite and remember. Included in this pledge are some of our central principles for our school.

· We hope that you will pray often, and rely on God for strength and inspiration.
Are the teachers and administrators strict?

· Our teachers are not mean or disrespectful. Our teachers truly love to teach, and enjoy the time they spend with you. At the start of the year, teachers will clearly describe their classroom rules and expectations. If you follow these rules, and act respectfully and Christ-like to others, you will do fine. If not, our teachers will be firm with you, and take action in a way that will help you remember to make better choices in the future.
What is “peer pressure”? Is there peer pressure at Divine Redeemer School?

· Peer pressure occurs when another student (or group of students) pressures you to do something to make you feel accepted. This can be something that is against the rules of your family or school, or even against the law. In Middle School, many students want to be accepted socially. It can be frustrating to be rejected and made fun of. Thus, many people do things that they would not normally do, simply because it will make them popular or accepted.
· Peer pressure is everywhere, even sometimes at Divine Redeemer School. However, it is our hope that, by using Jesus as an example, you will be able to say “no” to anything that is wrong or makes you feel uncomfortable. Remember: a real friend would not want you to do something that would cause you pain, or cause pain to another person. If you want or need advice, you can always talk to your parents or your teachers. Mr. Rigg, Fr. Klein, and our Counselor can also speak with you.
· If you have a friend that does something wrong, you should (if you have the courage) approach your friend and confront them with what you saw. Point out to them that their actions were not Christ-like and that their decisions are not helping themselves or others at all.
Will I have fun at Divine Redeemer?

· We hope that you will have fun. Our teachers try hard to make learning fun and engaging. We have a variety of athletic and extra-curricular activities. Most of all, we care for others and treat each other with respect and love. We are confident that you will be accepted and happy at Divine Redeemer.
