Frequently Asked Questions About the Divine Redeemer Middle School
This sheet includes some frequently asked questions and answers about the middle school program at Divine Redeemer. If you have additional questions or concerns that are not covered in this packet, please contact the Principal or your homeroom  teacher.

Questions and Answers for Parents:

What is expected from me?

· As stated in the Parent & Student Handbook, we expect for you to remain in constant communication with us about your needs and the needs of your child. Education is a collaborative process. Remember what the African proverb tells us: “It takes a village to raise a child.” We want to work with you and support you as a parent, and expect your support in educating your child.
· As a Catholic school, we expect that you will endeavor to treat others kindly and communicate with Christian dignity and respect. Regardless of your own faith tradition, we expect for you to act with the Catholic mission of our school in mind. If you have a concern, we ask that you voice it. If you have an idea, share it with us. We are here to support you in your vocation as parent of your child.
How and when will teachers communicate with me?

· Our expectation is that our teachers will be in constant communication with you. This communication can be through regular newsletters, letters home, e-mails, phone calls, etc. Formal Parent-Teacher conferences are required once per year after the first quarter. Other conferences can always be scheduled, as needed (parents may always request conferences with one or more teachers).
·  If your child begins to fall behind academically, or elicits behavior or emotional issues, you will be contacted by a teacher, counselor, or administrator.
If I have a specific question or concern about my child’s class, what should I do?

· If you are concerned about your child’s performance in class, your first contact should always be with the teacher. You should work to set up a conference at a mutually convenient time. Remember that teachers are busy people, and cannot meet with you while they are engaged in classroom duties.

·  If you are still unsatisfied or have further concerns after you have spoken to your child’s teacher, please contact the Principal, and he will be happy to meet with you.

What can I do to help my child resist peer pressure?

· Peer pressure is a major issue during the Middle School years. The best thing you can do to help your child resist peer pressure is to ensure that lines of communication are open between you and your child. Check in with your child frequently. Make time to talk about their day. Listen to their concerns and offer advice on how to make the best choices. Pray with them.

· Encourage your child to say “no” to things that make them feel uncomfortable. Encourage them to speak with you if they are confused or conflicted.

What else can I do to support my child through the Middle School years?

· Make yourself available to speak with your child regularly. Despite hectic schedules, a communal dinner time is a critical opportunity for communication. Make sure that the entire family eats and talks during dinner together (be sure to turn off the TV during dinner as well).

· Check in with your child on their homework. Keep an eye on their planning book. Make sure that your child has a set “homework time” every day, and that they have a study space that is free of distractions. Check your child’s work once it is complete.

· Take an interest in your child’s life. If it helps, become familiar with their favorite music, movies, and television shows. Be sure to attend extra-curricular events. Your child may not tell you, but they appreciate having you around and taking an interest in their experiences.

· Don’t ignore the “heavy” topics. Speak with your child about drugs, alcohol, and sex. Answer their questions about these subjects, and offer guidance on how to make the right choices. If you do not feel comfortable discussing these topics alone, ask a priest, counselor, or other family member to be with you.

· Take your child to church with you. Pray with your child. Encourage them to have a personal relationship with God. Tell them that they can pray and rely on God when they are confused or scared.

· Remember that your son or daughter is still a child, even though they are in middle school. They still need rules and boundaries (although these can change as they get older). They still need a set curfew and bed time. They still need consequences that are fair and communicated. Most of all, they still need your caring and loving presence in their lives. If you love them, they will respond to your love.

