Divine Redeemer’s Literature Curriculum for Grades 6-8, 2008-2009
Gr, 6  


Text:  Literature, Prentice Hall, 2002

Some novels from the following list will also be included in the curriculum: Holes, Sing Down the Moon, Thunder Rolling in the Mountains, Under the Blood-Red Sun, Tuck

Everlasting and others.

Gr. 7


Text:  Literature, Prentice Hall, 2002

Some novels from the following list will also be included in the curriculum: Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, Redwall, The Giver, The Hobbit, Where The Red Fern Grows, My Brother Sam Is Dead and others.

Gr. 8


Text:  Literature, Prentice Hall, 2002


     Some novels from the following list will also be included in the curriculum: Across Five Aprils, The Outsiders, To Kill A Mockingbird, The Pearl, Rebels of the Heavenly Kingdom and others.

Objectives:  Literature 6th-8th.  The objectives listed are not all-inclusive.  The teacher will supplement these objectives with others from the diocesan curriculum guide and from state and national standards.  

The students will:
1. Select and read a variety of materials including poetry, short stories, plays, novels, and nonfiction articles.

2. Demonstrate comprehension by identifying literary elements such as the main idea, plot, setting, mood, and author’s purpose of each selection.

3. Read, identify, and respond to a variety of genres that represent points of view from many places, people, and events.

4. Apply critical thinking skills to their reading.  Students will make predictions, draw conclusions, and analyze what they read.

5. Respond to literature, connecting new concepts to prior knowledge.

6. Apply decoding and word recognition skills, using context clues to identify unfamiliar words.

7. Write and speak using conventional spelling and appropriate vocabulary to communicate clearly.

8. Write and speak for a variety of purposes.  Students will clearly communicate through their choice of content, organization, word choice, and sentence structure.

9. Demonstrate their ability to organize information using graphic organizers.

10. Engage in appropriate silent and independent reading.

Supplies Needed:  pens (black, blue ink and red for editing), composition book, markers, colored pencils, glue, scissors, index cards, 3-ring 1 inch binder and loose-leaf paper.

Homework Policy: Students should expect literature homework every day.  Students may have written work, assigned reading, or time for reading literature of their choice.  Students will have a variety of assignments to demonstrate their understanding of the curriculum.

Grade Distribution: Homework, quizzes and class work count as daily grades.  Tests count as a double grade and projects count as a double grade or more depending on the complexity of the project.

Classroom Expectations:  

1. All students will be expected to bring all needed supplies and books to class with them each day.  Students will not be allowed to go to their lockers to get supplies, which they have forgotten to bring to class.

2.     Homework is to be done neatly and completely on loose-leaf paper unless other directions are given.  All questions must be answered in complete sentences.  Spelling errors will be circled on all written work and points may be subtracted for misspelled words.

3. All students are required to bring a fiction or nonfiction book to class with them each day for independent or accelerated reading.

4. Students will be expected to come to class prepared to do the following:

a. Participate in class discussions

b. Take notes

c. Turn in homework when due

d. Read orally

e. Listen attentively to audio tapes and CD’s

f. Take quizzes and tests

g. Participate in group activities

h. Read silently

Teacher’s Contact Information: Shannon Isek     234-0318       sisek@divineredeemer.net
