Divine Redeemer School Kindergarten Curriculum, 2008-2009
Religion:


Text: Harcourt, Call to Faith, 2009  

Objectives: Religion in Kindergarten revolves around the development of an understanding of God and a relationship with Jesus.  Through the embodiment of Jesus as friend, Kindergartners develop their personal faith through learning and prayer.  An emphasis is placed upon learning specific prayers, as well as a familiarization with the Mass and sacred scripture.  Through our program, the student will:

· Understand that in the Bible we learn about Jesus

· Recognize that God made each person unique

· Understand that God gives us everything we need

· Recognize that we honor saints

· Understand that Mary helps everyone to follow Jesus, and to show God’s love

· Participate in regular liturgical celebrations

· Receive ashes on Ash Wednesday

· Recognize how we care for God’s creation

· Connect right choices as living as God’s children

· Express thanks to God in a variety of ways

Language Arts:


Text: SRA Open Court Reading, McGraw /Hill, 2002


Reading Objectives: In reading, students develop a deeper familiarity with vowel and consonant sounds (phonemic awareness).  Basic reading is introduced, and students are able to identify the flow and basic components of stories.  Through our program, students will:
· Recognize capital and lower case letters

· Recognize vowels or consonants

· Recognize the sounds of short or long vowels

· Tell the most interesting part of a story

· Relate ideas in sequence

· Predict what will happen next in a series of pictures

· Discuss a book or story read aloud

· Make up an ending for a read aloud story

· Listen attentively to stories read aloud

· Identify the parts of a book

Writing Objectives: Basic printing is emphasized in Kindergarten, with a focus on letter-sound correspondence and building phonics and grammar skills.  Students are encouraged to express themselves creatively through writing and speaking.  Vocabulary building is implemented, and students receive in- depth guidance in spelling and handwriting.  In writing, our students will:

· Write own first and last name

· Demonstrate some conventions of print

· Hold a pencil or crayon correctly

· Demonstrate letter-sound correspondence in writing

· Print alphabet
· Compose, draw, or dictate stories

· Use descriptive words when dictating or writing

· Listen and contribute in group prewriting activities

· Compose in large or small groups

· Use a keyboard

Mathematics:


Progress in Mathematics, Sadlier-Oxford, 2000

Objectives: In math, an emphasis is placed upon number identification and basic counting skills. Students also will work with time, coins and classification techniques.
The student will:

· Draw a picture to represent a problem

· Use tallying

· Count by ones to 100

· Use manipulatives to solve problems

· Name the days of the week

· Identify coins

· Compare likenesses and differences

· Sort and classify common shapes

· Sort objects and pictures

Social Studies: Our World, Now and Long Ago, Harcourt   2007

Objectives: Students in social studies are encouraged to develop a sense of citizenship through positive social interactions with other students.  Students also learn basic geography skills, and explore different cultures around the world.

· Point out basic directions

· Show respect for belongings and school property

· Identify ways to reuse and recycle with the school setting

· Recite the Pledge of Allegiance 

· Discuss traditions and celebrations of different holidays

· Compare and contrast family values and cultures

· Identify the need for rules at home and at school
· Describe their personal geographic information

· Display kindness, honesty and other Christian values

· Make responsible choices and recognize the consequences of poor choices

Science: See Learning in a Whole New Light, Scott Foresman   2006 


Objectives: In science, students use their five senses to explore the world around them.  Students learn how to test and classify certain objects using touch, taste, color, shape, size, smell, and sound.  Students also gain exposure to nature, especially the cycles of weather and the seasons.
· Identify and describe the four seasons

· Select appropriate dress for weather conditions

· Give examples of living and non-living things

· Identify own body parts

· Demonstrate that physical properties can be changed
· Group objects based on common attributes

Homework Policy: Homework is given semi-regularly in class.  We hope that parents will take part in helping their students complete their homework.  However, parents are encouraged to help students with their homework, and not do the homework for their child.

Classroom Discipline Policy: Classroom discipline is based on the themes “What Would Jesus Do?” and “What Would Jesus Say?”  Rewards and consequences are achieved in which each student has his/her own tracking system for daily behavior.

Classroom Expectations: Students are to be respectful of the teacher, their fellow students, and any other individuals in the school. 

Students are to be respectful of school property, other student’s belongings as well as their own actions. Students are expected to have fun! 
Teacher’s Contact Information:

Tina Matiatos  (Teacher)   719-234-0312

tmatiatos@divineredeemer.net
