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HOLY APOSTLES PRESCHOOL
 SEPTEMBER 2011 NEWSLETTER


We are about to begin an exciting school year here at Holy Apostles Preschool. The staff has been busy planning and preparing this past month.  We are looking forward to working with you and your child and getting to know each of you.

[image: C:\Documents and Settings\lversace\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\GIU45S2S\MCj04348040000[1].png]You will be receiving a calendar soon from your child’s teacher that will indicate your parent participation days at the preschool and other special events for the month of September.  Please look it over carefully and mark any special dates on your calendar at home.  

Because of last minute shifting and updates in the classes, it always takes a few weeks to get an accurate class list to you.  If you have a scheduling conflict and need to contact another parent, please see me and I will give you names and numbers of other parents who might be able to help.
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    I.  Getting acquainted.
        A.  Meeting new friends.
        B.  Meeting a new teacher.
        C.  Adjusting to preschool, its rules and schedules.
   II.  ME, I am special!
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        B.  Learning how I am alike and different from others.
        C.  Knowing that I have special qualities and talents.
        D.  Knowing that I am loved.
  III.  Learning about my Family.
   
Some Additional News to Note:

The preschool is in need of parents who are interested in representing the preschool on a Parent's Advisory Committee.  The Committee meets during the school year to advise on whether the preschool is keeping in line with its goals and objectives.  Again, please see me if interested.  
 
The preschool has a tight budget and we sincerely appreciate donations that will help us throughout the school year.  Some suggested donations that are most helpful include:
· A ream of bold colored copy paper (red, orange, yellow, blue, green, etc.)
· A ream of white or light colored copy paper
· Glue sticks (non-toxic Elmers School are best)
· 4 ounce Elmers School glue bottles
· Gallon size antibacterial hand washing soap (sanitizers are not permitted) – child safe brand
· A box of Band Aids
· A box of Gold Fish crackers for snack time needs
· A bottle of 100% apple juice or white grape juice
· Non-toxic art materials (pipe cleaners, buttons, sequins, seasonal foam cut outs, beads, etc.)
· [image: C:\Documents and Settings\lversace\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\JAZNP3CA\MCj01052200000[1].wmf]Gift cards to Sam’s, Costco, or School Crossings for items that we need to purchase for the classrooms
Donations should be brought to the office, not to the classrooms, so I can acknowledge your gift and know what supplies we still to purchase.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We are most grateful for the contributions that help us keep tuition as low as possible.

Please remember to call the school if your child is ill or will not attend for the day.  It is important to remember that children should not come to school if they are sick.  If your child has a fever or has had one within the past 24 hours, or is being medicated to control fever, he or she should not attend school.  The guidelines are especially important during flu season.  Please refer to your Parent Handbook for further guidelines or call the school if you are in doubt.  With your help we can keep our preschool children as healthy as possible.  The school number is 591-1566.  You may leave a message on this line and I will let the teachers know if your child will be out for the day.

Preschool families are welcome to check out books from the Parish Library.  Simply follow the directions posted on the desk to check out materials for three weeks.  Movies may be checked out for one week when a volunteer is on duty.  The library and coffee shop are open on Thursday mornings from 9:30 to 12:00 and on Sundays from 8:30 to 1:30.  The library has a wonderful section for families, over 200 DVDs and 500 videos.  Donations are accepted and tax receipts are available.
Please be respectful of others using the library and take time to replace materials or books that your children may have used during your visit.

We participate in Labels for Education and collect various Campbell labels to earn materials for the school.  Please save your UPC labels for the many products eligible.  You can check the information sheet located by the Campbell’s collection bin in the school hallway.  If you would like to volunteer to help with cutting and gluing labels for redemption, please let me know in the office.  This is a great way to help out while you are at home.  Please keep the suggestions for saving UPCs as this is a year long project.

Can you volunteer to help with our Community Outreach efforts this year?  We are in need of a coordinator and parents to help organize some monthly activities for children to participate in learning about sharing their gifts with others in need.  Some ideas are already in place to get started with this fall.

Some of you have inquired about clothing and Holy Apostles shirts.  If there is interest we can look into this possibility this fall with a supplier we have worked with before.  If you can assist with this project, please let me know as soon as possible.  It will be a great way to show school spirit!

Following are some notes, “Working with Children”, that should be helpful to you in guiding our young children here at the preschool.  Combined with the information printed in the Holy Apostles Parent Handbook these note should be a useful tool when you are parent helping in the classroom.

As school begins and children are learning about safety in the parking lot, please be sure to closely supervise your child and any siblings as you come and go to school.  We ask that children not climb the rock wall by the entrance door also as it can be very slippery as pieces break loose.

We hope that you will experience a great year here at Holy Apostles Preschool and that we help your child grow in all areas of his/her development.  Please feel free to talk with me about any concerns.
Leslie Versace and the Preschool Staff
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