PRE-KINDERGARTEN

Overview:

A Divine Redeemer education begins Pre-Kindergarten. Our school is proud to support a top-notch academic PreK program for four-year-old children. In order for students to attend PreK, they must meet the following requirements:

1.) The student must be four years of age before October 1st of the school year.

2.) The student must pass the PreK Entrance Screening.
3.) The parents of the student must attend a PreK Interview

4.) The student must be toilet trained

5.) The parents must complete all registration paperwork and submit registration fees

Times:

PreK classes are offered for three hours per day, five days per week. Class hours are 7:45-10:45 AM. Classes are held in the PreK classroom (near the downstairs office).

Instructional Program:
The PreK program at Divine Redeemer has two main areas of focus: academics and socialization. Both areas are of critical importance in the formation of the four-year-old student. The academic PreK program follows the diocesan standards for early education. Five core academic subjects are embedded in these curriculum standards. These subjects are language arts, mathematics, religion, science, and social studies. PreK classes are small, and contain a certified teacher and an instructional aide. Parent volunteers are often common in the PreK class as well.

PreK instruction is extremely engaging and hands-on. Our program frequently utilizes “learning centers” in which students work on specific tasks in small groups. Technology is integrated into the curriculum through the use of classroom computers and other learning resources. Every day begins with a “morning meeting” where students learn about the calendar, telling time, and the weather. Students are given the chance to assist in instruction and assume specific responsibilities in the classroom.


Language Arts: A great emphasis is placed upon language arts in PreK. Students learn the fundamentals of reading by exploring letter sounds, phonemic combinations, and short words. Students are constantly reading. They learn how to communicate verbally using correct grammar and different tenses. Writing is also emphasized as students learn how to shape basic letters, use punctuation, and construct short words. Language Arts instruction is included in every school day in PreK.


Central Resource: SRA Open Court Program (McGraw Hill, 2002)


Mathematics: In math, students learn the fundamentals of basic arithmetic. Students constantly use manipulatives as they explore addition and subtraction. Our curriculum includes a focus on practical problem solving, thereby encouraging the students to apply their emerging math skills to real-life situations. Math is taught daily in PreK.


Central Resource: Progress in Mathematics (Sadlier-Oxford, 2000)


Religion: In religion, the focus is placed upon establishing a personal connection with God. Students are encouraged to recognize the works of God in their own lives. They learn and practice common Catholic prayers, and strive to make God a personal part of their lives every day. Religion is taught daily, and PreK students attend the weekly school Mass. Although not every student at Divine Redeemer is Catholic, all students attend courses in the Roman Catholic religion (see the “Faith Formation” link).


Central Resource: Sadlier “We Believe” (2009)

Science: With science, students explore the work around them using the five senses. All instruction is very hands-on as students learn about animals, plants, the human body, states of matter, and other similar topics. Science is typically taught 3-5 times per week.


Central Resource: Scott Forseman Science (2006)


Social Studies: The social studies program works hand-in-hand with the socialization emphasis in PreK. In social studies, students develop a sense of citizenship and positive social interaction with others. Basic geography skills, history, and cultural awareness are also included. Social studies is taught 3-5 times per week.


Central Resource: Harcourt Social Studies (2007).


Special Area Courses:  PreK students also attend weekly classes in physical education and library/media skills. An optional computer class is offered some years, depending upon the interest of the PreK parents. See the “Special Area Courses” link for more information.


Socialization: In addition to academics, a great emphasis is placed upon the social development of PreK students at Divine Redeemer. PreK is an important developmental step for children. For many, this is the first time they have attended a school or shared the attention of an adult. Thus, in our PreK program, students learn how to communicate positively, how to share time and materials, and how to resolve conflicts. Students are taught the fundamentals of participating in class (raising hands, standing in line, etc.). Students engage in guided play with their teacher or aide as they develop their socialization skills. Instruction in social skills is included throughout every subject and recess time.


For more information about the PreK program, see the curriculum summary.

