MIDDLE SCHOOL
Instructional Program: 

Middle school at Divine Redeemer is comprised of grades 6-8. In our middle school program, the emphasis is placed upon preparing the student for the rigors of high school. As such, students are asked to assume a higher degree of self-responsibility as they plan and organize their academic lives.

Unlike elementary school, middle school classes are “departmentalized”; students travel from classroom to classroom, and from teacher to teacher, for different subjects (as opposed to the elementary grades, where students remain with a single teacher for all core subjects). The instructional day in middle school is separated into 45-minute “periods” in which students take classes in core or Special Area subjects. Each period is separated by a brief passing period in which students visit their lockers to collect needed books and school supplies. Students make frequent use of class planners to keep their assignments and academic responsibilities organized. Teachers work closely with students in the use of their planners, and guide students as they develop critical organizational skills.
Six core classes are offered in our middle school program: literature, language arts, mathematics, religion, science, and social studies. Core classes are taught every day. Students also attend five “Special Area” classes during the school week (art, music, computers, physical education, and Spanish). Special Area classes are offered 1-3 times per week (art music are offered once per week, PE and computers are twice per week, and Spanish is three times per week).
Literature: In middle school literature, students learn to view the world through a variety of fiction and non-fiction works. In all three grades, students read numerous books throughout the year. Students learn how to critically evaluate these works, and relate themes within the writing to the world of today. A central textbook is also provided for the class which includes short stories, poems, and other resources. Our literature program includes a formalized vocabulary program; students are asked to learn and use an array of vocabulary words (generally taken from the books and other resources) in their studies.

Central Textbook: Literature (Prentice Hall, 2002).
Language Arts: In language arts, an emphasis is placed upon developing the student’s skills as a writer. Middle school students learn how to think and write critically, how to construct formal research papers, and how to express emotion in writing. Our language arts curriculum includes poetry, creative writing, journaling, and academic research. A formal spelling program is integrated into language arts, and students are assessed on spelling words regularly.
Central Textbooks: Writer’s Workshop (Glencoe, 2000); Spelling (Zaner-Bloser, 2009).
Mathematics: In middle school math, students are developing higher-level logical and mathematical reasoning skills. In our math program, students are placed into leveled classes. Many students will be placed into our “grade level” math program, which focuses upon the provided, grade-level curriculum. Other students are placed in advanced math. Advanced math is a self-paced math program in which students who show a high aptitude for mathematics can develop their skills in an accelerated environment. All math classes make use of the “Math’s Mates” program which regularly assesses calculation and math facts. An emphasis is placed upon practical problem solving, as students apply their emerging math knowledge to real-life situations. By eighth grade, most middle school students take pre-algebra, although advanced math students may be taking more advanced math subjects.
Central Textbook: Grade Level Classes: Mathematics Applications and Connections (Glencoe, 1993).
Advanced Classes: Saxon Math (Saxon, 1997).

Religion: There are several emphases present in middle school religion courses at Divine Redeemer. Students continue to develop their own relationship with God as they explore deeper levels of their own faith and spirituality. The catechism of the Catholic church is emphasized, as well as complex theological concepts. Students learn about the history of the Catholic church and the examples of the Saints. Religion classes revolve largely around scriptural teachings and the various documents of the Catholic church. In eighth grade, students explore such concepts as social justice, community service, and divine mercy. Eighth grade students also begin their training for the Sacrament of Confirmation as they learn how to live as adult Christians in a changing world.
Central Textbook: Faith and Life (Ignatius Press, 2008).
Science: In science, middle school students develop skills to observe and evaluate the world around them. Science classes are extremely hand-on, and laboratory experiments are provided with regularity. In sixth grade, students discover the fundamentals of Earth and space science, including geology, astronomy, and the basics of physics. In seventh grade, an emphasis is placed upon life science, as students explore the creations of God in nature and the human body. Students learn about botany, zoology, anatomy, physiology, and cellular biology. In the eighth grade, students learn physical science, as they discover how objects move and relate to one another, including the fundamentals of chemistry and physics. In all science classes, students are taught that the world is a creation of God, and science is a natural outgrowth of God’s miraculous works in our universe.
Central Textbook: McGraw Hill, 2005.
Social Studies: Divine Redeemer offers dynamic social studies classes in which students learn about the history of humankind, and how humans construct governance and cultural awareness. In sixth grade, students continue their education of world history. Building upon their courses in ancient history from fifth grade, students explore world history from the Medieval era to present day. Student learn, predict, and analyze historical trends from Europe, Asia, Africa, the Middle East, and Mesoamerica throughout this time period. In seventh grade, students receive the first part of American history. Seventh grade classes encompass American history from ancient history through the start of the Civil War. American history continues in eighth grade, as students study American history from the Civil War through present day. In all classes, students also learn about civics, cultural geography, map skills, and economics. Students learn to critically evaluate historical trends, and relate these trends to issues in today’s world. 
Central Textbook: Prentice-Hall, 2007/2008.
Social and Life Skills: Middle school represents a major stage in social development for young people. Parents often notice new behavior and emotions out of their child as they enter middle school. As such, middle school teachers are trained to be sensitive to the social and emotional development of middle school students. Efforts are made in all classes to educate students about social awareness, sensitivity, and empathy. An annual middle school retreat allow students to grow together socially and spiritually.

Middle school students are “buddied” with younger students in the school. They meet with their buddies regularly throughout the year to read and study with them, and buddies often sit together during school Masses. This provides middle school students with the opportunity to mentor and advocate for a younger child.
Middle school classes are directed towards preparing students for high school. As such, middle school students undergo constant training in organization and study skills. Students are expected to keep their planners and lockers organized. It is our goal to nurture an awakening sense of self-responsibility within the middle school student so that they can be successful in ninth grade.
For more information about the middle school program, see the curriculum summaries.
