KINDERGARTEN
Overview: 

Kindergarten is a critical year in the life of the young student. In Kindergarten, students develop crucial academic skills while cultivating social relationships that will shape the rest of their school career. Divine Redeemer boasts a exceptionally strong and acclaimed Kindergarten program. Our philosophy is to provide our students with the skills that they will need for first grade and the years beyond.


In order to be considered for the Kindergarten program, students must meet the following requirements:

1.) The student must be five years of age before October 1st of the school year.

2.) The student must pass the Kindergarten Entrance Screening (see the link for Entrance Screenings)

3.) The parents of the student must attend an Entrance Interview

4.) The student must be toilet trained

5.) The parents must complete all registration paperwork and submit registration fees

Times:

Kindergarten is a full-day program at Divine Redeemer School. Classes start at 7:45 and end at 2:45 PM. A full school day includes lunch, two recess periods, and participation in a variety of “Special Area” classes (see below).

Instructional Program: 

Five core classes are offered in our Kindergarten program: language arts, mathematics, religion, science, and social studies. An emphasis is also placed on developing basic social and life skills. Students also attend five “Special Area” classes during the school week (art, music, computers, physical education, and library/media skills).

Instruction in the Kindergarten is very engaging and hands-on. Our class includes a certified teacher and at least one instructional aide. Volunteer helpers are common in the Kindergarten classroom.

Language Arts: The development of language arts skills is the focus of much of a Kindergartener’s education. In language arts, students are mastering letter sounds. Letters are put together to form short and long words. Students learn about punctuation and sentence construction. Many students become able to read short stories and books aloud. Students learn to shape letters and words correctly in writing, and write sentences and short stories. Language arts is taught every day at Divine Redeemer.

Central Textbook: SRA Open Court Reading (McGraw Hill, 2002).

Mathematics: Manipulatives and other learning resources are common in Kindergarten math instruction. In math, students learn the fundamentals of arithmetic. They learn additional and subtraction, and develop some basic geometrical skills. An emphasis is placed upon practical problem solving, as students apply their emerging math knowledge to real-life situations. Math is taught daily at Divine Redeemer.

Central Textbook: Progress in Mathematics (Sadlier-Oxford, 2000).

Religion: In religion, students are encouraged to develop a personal relationship with Jesus. They are guided to recognize how God and Jesus work in the world around them. Students learn how to uphold Jesus as an example of how to live, love, and communicate. They are exposed to scripture readings, and learn about the Mass and other sacraments. Religion is taught daily, and Kindergarten students attend the weekly school Mass. Although not every student at Divine Redeemer is Catholic, all students attend courses in the Roman Catholic religion (see the “Faith Formation” link).

Central Textbook: Harcourt “Call to Faith” (2009).

Science: In science, students learn how to be “little scientists” by exploring the world around them. Instruction is very hands-on as students learn how to classify the world using their five senses. Kindergarten students frequently use the school science lab to study plants, animals, and the human body. Students also learn about the weather, space, and planet Earth. Science is taught 3-5 days per week.

Central Textbook: Learning in a Whole New Light (Scott Forseman, 2006).

Social Studies: In social studies, students explore the concept of citizenship as they interact with those around them. They learn how to be a positive part of a community through their actions and words. They also learn the fundamentals of geography, history, and cultural awareness. Social studies is taught 3-5 times per week.

Central Textbook: Our World (Harcourt, 2007).

Social and Life Skills: In Kindergarten, students also develop necessary social and life skills for their future. Students learn how to relate to one another, share items, and ask for help. They explore such skills as organizing personal space, washing hands, and borrowing materials. Instruction in social and life skills is included in every subject, and works hand-in-hand with the religious instruction program.
Special Area Courses: Kindergarten students also attend weekly classes in art, music, computers, physical education, Spanish, and library/media skills.

For more information about the Kindergarten program, see the curriculum guide.
