ENTRANCE SCREENINGS

All students who enter Divine Redeemer must first participate in our entrance screening program. This program is designed to give us important information about your child’s academic readiness. These screenings are administered prior to registration. The format and length of time required for each screening varies by age and grade.

Although the entrance screenings give us important information about a student’s academic readiness, screening results are not the only factor considered when accepting a child for registration. Each screening is followed up by a briefing with the parents in which screening results are presented and analyzed. Parents are given the opportunity to discuss their observations about the screening results.

 There are four different entrance screenings at Divine Redeemer, each related to a specific grade. These screenings are:

1.) Pre-Kindergarten Screening: Children who are eligible for our Pre-Kindergarten program must participate in the PreK screening. This screening gauges the student’s social and emotional readiness for school. Some basic academic knowledge is tested, but there is no academic prerequisite for entering our PreK program. This screening was designed in-house, and is based upon prevalent research on early childhood education. This test usually takes 10-20 minutes to complete.

2.) Kindergarten Screening: Students entering Kindergarten must participate in the Brigance Kindergarten Readiness Test. This standardized test is performed one-on-one with a child. The screening measures some basic academic knowledge and school readiness skills. This test usually takes 20-40 minutes to complete.

3.) First Grade Screening: Students entering first grade must participate in the Brigance First Grade Readiness Test. This standardized test focuses on early knowledge and skill development. This test usually takes 20-40 minutes to complete.

4.) Woodcock-Johnson Screening for Grades 2-8: Students entering grades 2-8 must participate in the Woodcock-Johnson Test of Achievement. This standardized test measures academic knowledge in the subjects of reading, writing, spelling, and mathematics. Results are tailored for the age of each child. This test usually takes 30-60 minutes to complete.

