Divine Redeemer’s Fourth Grade Curriculum, 2008-2009
Language Arts (Reading, Spelling, and English)

Text:  SRA Open Court Reading, McGraw-Hill, 2002

Objectives:

· The alphabetic principle

· Phonemic awareness

· Systematic, explicit phonics

· Comprehension strategies and skills

· Inquiry techniques and strategies

· The writing process and writing skills

· Spelling and vocabulary

· Grammar, usage, and mechanics
Supplies needed: Composition notebook, pencil, erasable pen (blue or black), red pen, highlighter
Math

Text:  Progress in Mathematics, Sadlier-Oxford 2000

Objectives:

· Review basic facts and number concepts

· Place value to the millions place

· Addition and Subtraction to the thousands

· Time and Measurement – standard and metric

· Multiplication:  factors and factoring, 2 digit times 3 digit

· Division- one and two digit division

· Geometry – polygons, congruence, symmetry, quadrilaterals, circles

· Fraction concepts

· Decimals

Supplies needed: pencil, red pen, loose leaf paper

Social Studies:
Text: States and Regions, Harcourt 2007
Objectives:

· Map and Globe Skills

· Develop knowledge of the five regions of the United States with respect to history, geography, economics, and culture.

Supplies needed: Pencil and red pen.

Text:  Colorado: A Rendezvous with Colorado History,                                           Dutton and Humphries      2004  
Objective:

· Develop knowledge about the history, geography, contributing cultures, and economics of the State of Colorado.

Supplies needed:  2” inch binder, colored pencils, and reinforcements
Science

Text: Science, Scott Foresman Science, 2006
Objectives:

· Develop understanding and knowledge in the following content areas:

· Sound and Light
· Heat, Electricity and Magnetism

· Natural Resources

· Rocks and Materials

· Plants and Animals

· Ecosystems

· Human Body

· Weather

· Simple Machines

· Plants
· Develop understanding and knowledge of the Scientific Method through hands-on experiments and research.
Supplies needed: Pencil, red pen, loose leaf paper 
Religion

Text:  Harcourt, Call to Faith, 2009  
Objectives:

· We Believe – The Creed and our beliefs.

· We Worship – How we bless and thank God through liturgy, sacraments and celebrations.

· We Live – Deepening the understanding of how to live in the image of God.

· The Beatitudes

· The Ten Commandments

· Scripture Stories of the Prophets

· We Pray – The meaning and practice of all types of formal and informal prayer.

Homework Policy

Homework is given in various subjects daily. Students should be reading at least 30 minutes everyday as stated in the DR Handbook.  Students and parents can expect to spend 45-60 minutes on homework and reading assignments also studying for exams.  If students are spending more than the allotted time, parents are urged to contact the teacher.  

Grade Distribution: 
Grading is based on a point system for daily assignments, projects, activities, quizzes and tests. 
Late-work Policy:  
When absent, the student has one day, for each day absent to get the work in to the teacher.  (Ex:  If you miss two days of school, you have 2 days to complete the make-up work.)

If there is a situation affecting the completion of homework that is totally out of the student’s control (e.g. death of a relative or having to go to the hospital), please send a written note, e-mail, or call the teacher to notify her of the extenuating circumstance.

Class Discipline Policy: Rewards and consequences are achieved through a system, in which each student has the responsibility to track their daily behavior.  

Classroom Expectations:
Students are to be respectful of the teacher, their fellow students and any other individual in the school.

Students are to be respectful of school property, their fellow students’ belongings as well as their own belongings.  

Students are to be prepared for class with appropriate materials for completing assignments.

Students are to complete assignments in a timely manner.

Students are to be honest and take responsibility for their own actions.  

Teacher’s Contact Information: 
Mrs. Sorensen    234-0302   msorensen@divineredeemer.net 

Mrs. Shaffer     234-0323    dshaffer@divineredeemer.net
